Source of material
A single crystal of irregular shape and metallic luster was obtained from a sample of nominal composition NbCrNi. The sample was prepared by arc-melting a mixture of the elements (Nb, 99.9 %, Starck; Cr, 99.99 %, Ni, 99.99 %, Chempur) on a water cooled copper hearth in Ar atmosphere. For the following heat treatment at 1373 Κ for 30 days the sample was weld-sealed in a niobium ampule, which was in turn held within an evacuated and sealed fused silica jacket. Finally, the sample was quenched in cold water.
Experimental details
The unit cell parameters were determined from least-squares refinements of the 2Θ values of 28 reflections (Cu Kai radiation, λ = 1.54056 Ä) in the range 20° < 2Θ < 100° using Si powder 
